
 
 
 

ELECTION OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2017 

Candidate Profile Information 

 

Name:                                             Joshua Devitt  

 

(To appear on ballot paper) 

Position:                                        Engineer-in-residence 

Employer:                                      Charles Sturt University 

 

 

Professional Background:  

I have been employed in public works engineering for over 12 years and have  worked at seven 
Council’s across NSW over this time. This has involved organisations ranging from small regional to 
large metropolitan councils, at both inland and coastal locations. My various roles covered a range of 
public works activities, commencing in survey and design before gradually moving towards civil 
works and project management. 

Throughout my career I have had the opportunity to work and network with public works engineers 
from all walks of life, developing an understanding of the breadth of issues that public works 
engineers face on a regular basis. One of the common issues that I have consistently encountered 
throughout my career is that of the skills shortage facing public works employers as well as the need 
to develop capable and competent engineers to ensure the high standards of public works 
engineering are maintained. 

In August 2015, I commenced with my current employer, Charles Sturt University as a foundation 
team member in their innovative new School of Engineering. My role as engineer-in-residence is to 
provide students with an industry-focused perspective and to ensure that they are being taught 
industry best practice in their university studies. I am also responsible for managing the consulting 
arm of CSU Engineering, providing specialised engineering services to communities in regional NSW. 

My involvement with IPWEA (NSW) has spanned most of my career, being a member since 2005. 
Over this time, I have held roles as secretary of the Illawarra group for 2 years, secretary of the 
Central West Group for 5 years and chair of the Central West Group for just over 12 months. 

I have also been involved with Engineers Without Borders (EWB) Australia since 2008, helping 
promote the value of engineering in building a better world for people in less developed 
communities, including leading a team of students on a 2-week placement to Cambodia in June this 
year. 

Areas of Interest: I have a keen interest in the promotion of public works engineering as a career 
choice to engineering students. I believe in empowering young people to consider this as a career 
choice as I have experienced the benefits of this type of career path for myself.  



 
 
 
I believe that a career in public works engineering develops a practical and diverse set of skills which 
are usable even to those who ultimately decide to move into other areas of engineering or other 
careers altogether. I also believe that a career in public works engineering is about the fulfilment 
that comes from serving the community and knowing that you are making a tangible difference in 
improving others’ lives. I also have a keen interest in promoting the value of the work of engineers 
to the broader community as I think this is something that public works professionals could and 
should do more of, not only to acknowledge the good work that we do but also for awareness of the 
profession. 

I am also interested in the potential for partnerships between research organisations and other 
public works professionals. My key motivation here is on research which delivers practical solutions 
to real world problems that public works professionals face. Furthermore, I am interested in the 
potential for greater consultation and integration of public works professionals into the long term 
strategic decision-making processes of governments. 

I am interested in the potential of technological innovations that will be introduced in NSW in the 
near future. In particular the predicted rollout of semi-autonomous and autonomous vehicles and 
the implications this will have for roads authorities and asset managers. Closely related to this 
category I have an interest in the increased integration and co-ordination of transport networks and 
the potential for this to lead to increased efficiency for users and management authorities. 

I am also a keen observer of the major infrastructure projects that are underway in NSW at the 
moment, in particular those in the Sydney basin as well as numerous major regional projects 
especially in the areas of road construction and water supply/security. Whilst outside the scope of 
what most typical public works professional’s experience, these projects will have a transformative 
effect across all sectors of their adjoining communities as well as flow on effects for the state as a 
whole. 

Aspirations for Institute: I would commit to helping IPWEA (NSW) expand its member base to 
incorporate the range of public works professionals’ active across NSW. This would include greater 
engagement with other state bodies as well as private providers. I would also promote an increased 
awareness of the institute in the wider engineering industry and promotion of public works to the 
community at large. 

I believe IPWEA (NSW) can be doing more to attract motivated and innovative individuals to enter 
the public works profession. The first stage of this process aimed at promoting engineering as a 
profession to high school students. The second stage to promote the value of public works 
engineering as a career choice to university students. Young IPWEA (NSW) have already made some 
inroads in this area and I would see that trend continue with an expanded focus, also linking this 
promotion directly to cadet and graduate programs at public works employers. 

I would also see greater development of the IPWEA (NSW) research agenda. This agenda would be 
driven by the members themselves to develop practical solutions to challenges that public works 
engineers are facing. This will help keep IPWEA (NSW) at the cutting edge of industry best practice 
for public works professionals in NSW. 


